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Abstract 

The study sought to examine the contribution of INES-Ruhengeri as a higher learning institution on 
socio-economic development to the surrounding population. It was conducted in Kimonyi and 
Musanze sectors which are the surrounding sectors. It was therefore conducted with four specific 
objectives namely: to identify the opportunities of the surrounding population of   INES-Ruhengeri to 
stimulate socio-economic development in Kimonyi and Musanze sectors; to identify the role played by 
INES-Ruhengeri to improve the living conditions to surrounding population in Kimonyi and Musanze 
sectors; to find out the challenges faced by the population surrounding Ines Ruhengeri in Kimonyi and 
Musanze sectors and to suggest possible solutions to the challenges faced by the population 
surrounding INES-Ruhengeri to improve their socio-economic status in Kimonyi and Musanze 
sectors. In order to achieve these objectives different methods and techniques were used. The data 
were collected using questionnaire, interview, and documentation techniques. Results were collected 
from 96 respondents selected from the entire population composing Musanze and Kimonyi sectors 
using simple random and purposive sampling techniques and the data were analyzed using descriptive 
statistics showing frequencies and percentages. The results show that 100% have agreed that INES 
Ruhengeri provides opportunities to the surrounding population in different ways. The results also 
showed that 33.3% of the respondents have agreed that INES Ruhengeri stimulates business growth 
through provision of clientele to the local traders, facilitates entrepreneurship skills and developing 
infrastructure. In addition, 100% agreed that INES Ruhengeri has stimulated the expansion of the town 
and 100% agreed that it contributed to provision of employments to the local population. In addition, 
challenges that face the local population in Musanze and Kimonyi sectors were highlighted such as 
ignorance, overpopulation, lack of education among others. Finally, solutions were equally proposed. 
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1. Introduction 

Higher learning institution is regarded as an organization where people do a particular type of scientific 

educational or social work or building that is uses (Pappas & Eckart, 1997). According to Edward & 

Michael (2011), higher learning institutions enable the development of the social structure, the production 

and dissemination of ideas, exerting influence upon and providing critique of the local population. There 

was no prior assumption that universities were indeed playing important roles in any of these respects. 

Many of the recent claims about the social importance of universities have been set within frameworks of 

‘knowledge societies” the demise of the welfare state and the consequences of global capitalism.  

Furthermore, a higher learning institution develops technology to the surrounding areas. It also known 

that technology, especially science-based technology, has offered the promise of a better world through 

the elimination of disease and material improvements to standards of living (Philp, 2006). The higher 

education institutions in the country produce in addition to knowledge and skilled graduates, their own 

output and employ numerous employees in different professions and at various qualification and skills 

levels. Universities also generate additional output and employment in other economic sectors through 

secondary or ‘knock-on’ multiplier effects in Africa (Edward & Michael, 2011).  

Institute applied science becomes more popular in regions where jobs can be guaranteed. The other way 

can also be augured: unemployment rates may diminish, if people have knowledge and skills. There is an 

established positive linkage between economic growth and investment in human capital. Africa global 

competitiveness depends on ability of our institute of applied science system to adapt and innovate. 

Through industrial linkages, employment generation and growth supporting interventions for skill 

development, the institute applied science will contribute towards poverty alleviation in the country. It 

aims to provide adequate access to institute of applied science facilities and cater for deficient areas and 

target groups (Gita, 2013).  

Higher learning institutions in East African countries stimulate research and innovation to the surrounding 

population. It increases its contribution to knowledge and innovation (Jabre, 1983). Such universities 

have also undertaken measures to cooperate with governments in efforts of Poverty Eradication Action 

Plan. Higher learning institutes in Rwanda has pledged to work harder to ensure that practical skills 

essential in the job market are imparted on the students and contribute to national development. The 

contribution of INES RUHENGRI on social- economic development to the population is improving the 

wellbeing to the population and Technology and innovation.  
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Before INES Ruhengeri was established, there were many problems to people surrounding the institution 

especially in Musanze and Kimonyi sectors and came with an aim to solve those problems and improve 

their livelihoods. Some of the problems were unemployment, under development, ignorance and social 

welfare the low infrastructure and technology. Such problems  in  Musanze and Kimonyi   were improved  

at a certain extent  there is still a missing gap to be fulfilled and this gap will be fulfilled by creating new 

business opportunities, information and communication technology that will  continue to rapidly develop 

this area (MUNYAKAZI, 2012). The area surrounding INES RUHENGERI was rural area that had not 

enough infrastructures, and therefore, the population did not get job opportunities. However, no 

researches were conducted in this area to provide clear the impact that INES Ruhengeri had   brought to 

the local population. Thefore, this study was conducted inorder to provide explicit impact of ines 

rugengeri on socio-economic development of the surounding population.  

 

The study’s global objective was to assess the contribution of Higher learning institutions on socio-

economic development of surrounding population in Rwanda with a case study of Higher learning 

institutions stimulate technology to the surrounding population. This helps to develop the application 

of information in the design, production, and utilization of goods and services, and in the organization 

of human activities. In addition, higher learning institutions encourage the development of modern 

scientific knowledge, based on empirical observations, hypotheses, and generalizations on the natural 

laws concerning the behavior of materials and the living environment (Philp, 2006). According to 

Hannah (2011), higher education provides the opportunities of the neighboring e population    because 

of they are the consumers and occupation of the jobs. Perhaps the most broadly shared benefit of 

increased trade is lower prices for consumers and producers in the domestic market. As result, trade 

enhanced by establishment of higher learning institutions raises labor standards and incomes abroad, 

helping developing countries lift people out of poverty and expanding markets for exports. 

 

According to Edward & Michael (2011), establishment of learning institutions promote infrastructure 

development such as roads, water and electricity installation which facilitated the improve standard of 

living to the population. Higher learning institutions provide socio- responsibility than companies. 

According to Jones (2001), some of institutions contribute to helping the poor people to save and giving 

people motivate investment culture. Saving gives people the ability to turn irregular cash flows into lump 

sums for larger purchases, emergencies, and investments. Where there is no health insurance and no 

social security, savings are critical for poor people’s welfare.  
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Jones (2001) also suggested that higher learning institutions are widely recognized as having an important 

role to play in tackling youth unemployment. The role of higher education as a major driver of economic 

development is well established, and this role will increase as further changes in technology, 

globalization, and demographics impact the countries.  To remain competitive in light of these changes, 

regions will need to improve productivity and adopt an innovative spirit.  Higher education has the 

capacity, knowledge, and research necessary to help achieve these goals. The focus of this study is the 

role of higher education in the economic development of countries (Michael, 2011). However, there are 

major challenges that permeate in least developed countries and therefore limit the progress of socio-

economic development of the population as well those living in the surroundings of higher learning 

institutions. Such problems often include over population.  This is the challenge facing the population and 

therefore limits the improvement of living conditions of the population (Don & Bryant, 2000). 

 

The challenge of poverty is inevitable in most of developing countries. It is a denial of choices and 

opportunities, a violation of human dignity. It means lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in 

society. As it is a serious economic, social and political problem, poverty means to failure by individual 

to access sufficient resources and opportunities to enable that person enjoy a minimal standard of living, 

This is the reason why some populations surrounding some higher learning institutions (Assiimwe, 2009). 

According to Devjani & Richard (2006), ignorance is the challenge to the welfare of some population. 

The welfare may not be improved because the creativity is low. In addition, the social effects of illiteracy 

are present throughout the entire life. In the line of the challenges that were highlighted in this study, 

possible solutions were also assessed. As it was argued that rapid population growth worsens the living 

conditions of the population, family planning is the solution to the challenges faced by the population 

(Marson, 2010) in addition, increasing entrepreneurship is also key solution to the challenges that affect 

the local population as it increases their income generation opportunities. 

The capacity and willingness to develop organize and manage a business venture along with any of its 

risks in order to make a profit. 

According to Gita (2013), entrepreneurship combined with land, labor, natural resources and capital can 

produce profit. Entrepreneurial spirit is therefore characterized by innovation and risk-taking, and is an 

essential part of a nation's ability to succeed in an ever changing and increasingly competitive global 

marketplace. According to Vergragt (2006), training will also contribute to the improvement of people’s 

living conditions. It is therefore a way teaching, or developing in oneself or others, any skills and 

knowledge that relate to specific useful competencies. Gathering people in cooperatives is also a good 

guide to the socio-economic development of the population in general (Oluyombo, 2013). 
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The study’s global objective was to assess the contribution of Higher learning institutions on socio-

economic development of surrounding population in Rwanda with a case study of  INES- Ruhengeri. The 

study will help the government of Rwanda to know the socio-economic importance of higher learning 

institutions on socio-economic development of the society as whole. Therefore, it will enable policy 

makers, such as higher learning council, ministry of education, and other stakeholders to improve the 

policies concerning the operation of higher learning institutions in Rwanda in order to increase their 

contribution to socio-economic development. The role of Higher learning Institution in socioeconomic 

development is well documented in development literature. The pioneer efforts in this field suggest a 

positive relationship between Higher learning Institutions and socioeconomic growth.�

2. Methodology 

This study was conducted using various methods and techniques. The study used qualitative and 

quantitative methods while collecting data.  Qualitative methods were used to collect non-numerical data 

which were analyzed using narration while quantitative data were analyzed quantitatively. Among the 

techniques used, purposive and simple random sampling techniques were used to select the respondents. 

While collecting data, questionnaire interview, and documentation techniques were used. Furthermore, 

the method of descriptive and analytical methods were used to analyze the data while coding, editing and 

tabulation were also used for data processing to make them clear and comprehensible. A sample of 96 

individuals was obtained by using the formula of Alain Bouchard from Kimonyi and Musanze 

Sectors in Musanze District. 

3. Results and discussion 

The data were collected from quantitative and qualitative methods to provide rich information.  

Responses were collected from 96 respondents including the local population living in Kimonyi and 

Musanze sectors near INES- Ruhengeri in this presentation of the findings. Statistical tables showing 

percentages and frequencies helped to demonstrate the results of the study. The findings from this study 

are based on the data collected from respondents who responded the questionnaires and those who held 

interview with the researcher. 

3.1 Contribution of INES-Ruhengeri on socio economic transformation to the surrounding 
population 
The study has examined whether INES-Ruhengeri has provided opportunities to the surrounding 

population. The table 1 provides details. The results show that 37.5% of the respondents have agreed that 

INES Ruhengeri provides clientele to the local traders. Secondly, 32.3% of the respondents agreed that   

the existence of INES - Ruhengeri develops new businesses in this area.  
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 In addition, the results showed that Ines Ruhengeri facilitates entrepreneurship skills and 17.7% agreed 

that it develops infrastructure which enable business growth as Gita (2013) has also comfimed in his view 

of how  learning institutions  have purchasing power to develop the regional business centrres.and 

entrepreneurship which are improve standard  of living. 

Table 1:   Respondents’ views on the role of INES-Ruhengeri on business growth to the 
surrounding population 
�

Respondents views Frequency  Percentage  

Provision of clientele 36 37.5 

Provision  of enabling infrastructure 17 17.7 

Developing new businesses 31 32.3 

Facilitating entrepreneurship  skills  12 12.5 

Total 96 100 

  

About the contribution of INES Ruhengeri on expansion of the town, the study show that 100% of the 

respondents have confirmed that the existence of INES Ruhengeri has stimulated the expansion of 

Musanze town. It was evident Kimonyi and Musanze sectors were among the rural sectors of Musanze 

district. However, they occupy the big part of the town with big business centers.  Similaryly, Jabre 

(1983)  also found that  population education facilitates the regional competveness. 

Table 2: Respondents’ views on the role of INES- Ruhengeri  in provision of welfare  

�������������������Package to the Surrounding population��

                        Responses  
  Respondents views Agree   Disagree  Not sure    

F % F % F % 

1 Housing for the poor  92 95.8 0 0 4 4.2 

2 Medical insurance 96 100 0 0 0 0 

3 Livestock  89 92.7 0 0 7 7.3 

4 Domestic utensils  76 79.2 7 7.3 13 13.5 

 



��������	
��������
���������	�������� ����	����������������������������������������������           

192       

With reference to the table 2 the results show that   the respondents have proven that Ines Ruhengeri has 

provided welfare package to the surrounding population especially the poor families. There results show 

that 95.8% of the respondents confirmed that this institution has provided housing facilities to the poor 

from the surrounding population as Edward & Michael (2011) who said that Universities also generate 

additional output and employment in other economic sectors through secondary or ‘knock-on’ multiplier 

effects in Africa.  In addition, 100% of the respondents agreed that   INES has enabled a great number of 

the local population get medical insurance especially the poor. The results also demonstrated that INES 

has facilitated people to get livestock and domestic utensils as it was then revealed by Jones (2001) who 

contended that institutions provide welfare to the local population especially the needy families like 

housing.  

 

This study has also examined whether the Ines Ruhengeri INES has stimulated socio economic 

transformation to the local citizens. The figure below provides details � 

 

 
Figure 1: Respondents’ views on contribution of INES Ruhengeri on socio economic     

�����������������transformation�

With reference to the figure 1, the results show that INES has stimulated socio economic transformation 

to the local citizens. Thus, 71.9% of the respondents have confirmed that INES Ruhengeri has stimulated 

job creation and the 11.5 %agreed that it has enabled the education of the .The results also show that the 

existence of this INES Ruhengeri high learning institution has contributed to the increase of harvest and 

therefore improved the value of the land in the surrounding areas.   
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These findings are referred to those of Jones (2001) who said that the presence of high learning 

institutions contributes to the socio economic performance of the surrounding areas and contribute to 

helping the poor people to save and giving people motivate investment culture. 

3.2 Challenges affecting socio-economic development of the population surrounding  

INES-Ruhengeri  
The study examined shows some challenges which can hinder the full develoment facing to the local 

population surrounding to INES –Ruhengeri  in Musanze and Kimonyi sectors. 

�������	�Respondents’ views on types of challenges facing the local population in Musanze and 
Kimonyi sectors. 

Respondents views 
Frequency  Percentage  

Pauverty 51 53.1 

Over population 26 27.1 

Ignorance  13 13.5 

Illiteracy 6 6.3 

Total  96 100 

Based on the table 3, the results show that the major challenge that the population face is a poverty 

(53.1%) as was confirmed by Assiimwe (2009) who said that poverty means to failure by individual to 

access sufficient resources and opportunities to enable that person enjoy a minimal standard of living.  

The second problem is over population.27.1% of respondents confirmed that the families have a high 

number of children who are dependent on their families.   This is the challenge facing the population and 

therefore limits the improvement of living conditions of the population. The rapid population growth 

engenders many secondary problems to the population (Don & Bryant, 2000). 

Furthermore, 17.7% of the respondents confirmed that some of the populations are still characterized by 

ignorance which limits their capacities to develop economically. As confirmed by Devjani & Richard 

(2006) who say that ignorance is the challenge to the welfare of some population, their welfare may not 

be improved because the creativity is low. 6.3% of respondents affirm that illiteracy is also a challenge 

faced by the population surrounding to INES-Ruhengeri. According to Devjani & Richard (2006), 

illiteracy among adults also increases present and future socio-economic vulnerability, and is a significant 

factor in the reproduction of such vulnerability through children. 
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3.3 Solutions to the challenges facing the population surrounding INES-Ruhengeri  

At the end of the study, it was necessary to examine the possible solution to the challenges that were 

identified in the course of the study. So, the table below shows the further details about the possible 

solutions identified.  

Table 4: Strategies to overcome challenges facing the local population surrounding INES- 
Ruhengeri.  

                        Responses  

 Respondents’ views Agree   Disagree  Not sure    

F % F % F % 

1 Sensitize the population to invest in off-farm 

business 

92 95.8 0 0 4 4.2 

2 Development of  modern agriculture 96 100 0 0 0 0 

3 Adoption of family planning 96 100 0 0 0 0 

4 Promote education for all 89 92.7 0 0 7 7.3 

5 Cooperate with INES  Ruhengeri  76 79.2 7 7.3 13 13.5 

 

With reference to  the results in the table 4, 95.8% of the respondents have agreed that sensitizing the  

population to invest in off-farm businesses is good solution the challenge affecting this area especially 

overpopulation which causes pressure on land leading to land degradation. Secondly, there results showed 

that the local population in Musanze and Kimonyi sectors should adopt modern farming which can 

practiced on small area and provide significant harvest as it was also confirmed by Jabre (1983). There 

results also show that 100% of the respondents have agreed that adoption of family planning can help to 

address the issue of overpopulation in this area. Finally the results also showed that the respondents have 

agreed that cooperating with INES-Ruhengeri can also contribute to address some problems that affect 

socio-economic development such addressing ignorance among others. With such cooperation, the local 

citizens are able to benefit in different domains. Similarly to this, Jones (2001) also found that there 

solution to address challenges of the scarcity of arable land through the use of modern farming. 
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4. Conclusion and recommendations 

The study sought to examine the contribution of higher learning institutions on socio-economic 

development of the surrounding population. In this case, the study centered on the case of INES- 

Ruhengeri to the surrounding population from Musanze and Kimonyi sectors. Therefore, the results show 

that INES-Ruhengeri provides opportunities to the surrounding population in different ways such as 

stimulating business growth through provision of clientele to the local traders, facilitating 

entrepreneurship skills and developing infrastructure. In addition, the results showed that this institution 

highly contributes to the provision of employments to the local population, promotes skills and 

knowledge development to the local population, and provides welfare package to the surrounding 

population especially the poor. The study also shows there are challenges that face the local population in 

Musanze and Kimonyi sectors such as ignorance, overpopulation, lack of education among others and the 

presence of social challenges was then highlighted. Finally, solutions were proposed such as sensitizing 

the population to invest in off-farm businesses, adoption of modern farming, family planning and 

cooperating with INES-Ruhengeri.  

 

Based on the findings from this study, the following recommendations were formulated. To create  off-

farm income generating activities; to adopt family planning in order to address the challenge of 

overpopulation; to gather themselves in cooperatives so that they can get loans and development their 

economic activities. INES-Ruhengeri as the higher learning institution operating in Musanze and 

Kimonyi sectors should: To analyze the socio-economic situation of the surrounding population; to 

recommend the students contribute to the improvement of the lives of the surrounding population as well 

the country as a whole; to establish campaigns to educate the local population about socio-economic 

development and population issues such as how to address the challenges of overpopulation. 
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